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1. Since the replacement of Nuynh Van Nehe by Tran Van Tra as Democratic 
Republie of Vietnam (DRV) Chief of Staff in Intersector vite, the military 
command of the intersector has become completely Conmunist~dominated, 
Intersector VII leaders refer to it as the Red Underground" and are 
bniiding un an extremely efficient combat force in the area, New combat 
fronts, such as the "Le I'ong Phong" front in northeastern Thu Dau Mot are 
being organized for short—tern operations, ; 


2,  Troons of the 31? Division (ste) (301-310 and 306-312 Battalions combined), 
‘until recently disnosed in the western provinces of Vinh Long, Can Tho and 
Soc Trang urder Huynh Van Nghe, are now concentrated in Bien Hoa and Thu Dau 
Mot, on the perivhery of Intersector VII, Large-scale attacks, canable of 
containing large numbers of French troops in the south, mey therefore be 
expected, Because of the extreme shortage o supplies and the devaluation 
of the Fo Chi Minh plaster, however, the ovening of a long-range offensive 
- would be unfeasible, 


3, The main DAV heedquarters in South Vietnam, where Pham Mgoc Thach maintairs 
his corrani vost, is about 12 miles northeast of Thu Dau Vot, near the 
village of Vinh Loi, French authorities are making ea snecial effort to 
venetrate the ‘eadqvarters, because of the death in mid-July of Lt. David, 
Cote? of the “voneh “urete in the Th Dau Mot sub-sector, during a 
reconraissance wission in the area, The headquarters arca ‘9 highly — 
progexial, however, by a system of Japanese-tyne subterranean passages. 
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ae OD | ____ trent. Ye atti seed Tra was personally resnone 
sible for Meh:'s death, See this rercrt for additional information 


on military riorgenization in Sowbh Vietnam, Tran Van Trats current 
cosition in tie DEV military cormand in Uochinchina is not clear, 
Huynh Van "gha has wreviously been reported as Com-ander, not Chief 


of Staff, of Intersector VIT; states 
that Tra is Lepyty Commender of forces in Cochinching, 
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